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James 2:14-26 
“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and 
destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed 
for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have 
works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even 
the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish 
man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see 
that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was 
made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was 
called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and 
not by faith only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by 
works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also.” 
James 2:14-26 NKJV 
 
 
FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD 
 
 
“FAITH and WORKS are not enemies. True faith and righteous works go 
hand in hand. They are two parts of God’s work in us.” 
 



“Faith brings a person to salvation, and works brings that person to 
faithfulness.” 
 
“Faith is the cause while works are the effect.” 
 
 
James is writing to persons who have EXERCISED genuine faith.  
 
Issue: FAITH WITHOUT WORKS -vs- FAITH ACCOMPANIED BY 
WORKS 
 
A. Faith without works cannot “save” 
 
1. What good is it (vs 14) 
 
2. Picture/illustration—What does it profit (vs 15-16) 
 
Conclusion: Faith by itself, devoid of accompanying works, is 
dead/useless. 
 
What would the Apostle Paul say? 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV 
 
NLT 
“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit 
for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things 
we have done, so none of us can boast about it.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT 
 
CONTEXT MATTERS!!! 
 
A. Paul is writing to those who are believing in their works to obtain 
salvation. 



 
B. James is writing to those who believe that faith is everything and that  
 
works do not matter at all—A LAZY BUNCH because of their theological  
 
leanings. Their belief was that faith and works were separable.  
 
 
WHERE THERE IS NO ACCOMPANYING OF WORKS WITH OUR 
FAITH, OUR FAITH IS DEAD/USELESS!!! 
 
“Genuine faith will naturally produce good works; they complement each 
other.  
 
When one believes in a cause, that belief will change the way that person 
lives.” 
 
Works are actions that follow the Royal Law of Love: 
 
“And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your strength.” 
Deuteronomy 6:5 NLT 
 
 
Matthew 22:37-40 
“Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. 
A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire 
law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two 
commandments.”” 
Matthew 22:37-40 NLT 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CHALLENGE: 
 
A. Abraham by a deed—-by offering Isaac, he endures the test and  
 
demonstrated his complete trust in God. His obedience made him a friend  
 
of God.  
 
John15:14 
“You are my friends if you do what I command.” 
John 15:14 NLT 
 
B. Rehab was considered righteous by a deed 
 
EXPLANATION : 
 
James 2:21-22 
“Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right 
with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see, 
his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith 
complete.” 
James 2:21-22 NLT 
 
Three times James reiterates the need for faith and works: 
 
VS 17–faith by itself, without action, is dead. 
 
VS 20–faith without deeds is useless 
 
VS 26–faith without deeds is dead 
 
KEY THOUGHT: 
James is not suggesting that works must be added to faith; works simply 
verify your faith. 
 
Faith that is genuine will be demonstrated by works! Works are but a test 
to  



 
verify the genuineness of our faith—acts of obedience toward the Word of 
God. 
 
 
The authenticity of one’s faith is proven by their works. Faith void of works 
is at  
 
the least questionable and at the most disputed. 
 
 
Chapter one reminds us to “be not hearers only but doers of the Word of 
God.” 
 
 
Is there EVIDENCE of your salvation??? 
 
Does your life speak of Christ without a spoken word??? 
 
Is there evidence to convict you of being a Christian??? 
 
 
 


